Burial niche

Burial niches (loculi) were one of the possible forms of burial of the dead in Roman
Palestine. The dead body was laid on the bench of this niche carved into stone. There
was presumably such a burial niche in the tomb in which Jesus was buried.

Matt 27:57-28:15; Mark 15:42-16:8; Luke 23:50-24:10; John 19:38-20:18
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Gone: Jesus Has Gone

= Before Us (Matthew 28:1-8)

Matthew 28:1-8

Now after the Sabbath, as the first

of the week began to dawn, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary came
to see the tomb.

And behold, there was a great
earthquake; for an angel of the Lord
descended from heaven, and came
and rolled back the stone from the
door, and sat on it.

His countenance was like lightning,
and his clothing as white as snow.

And the guards shook for fear of
him, and became like dead

But the angel answered and said
to the women, “Do not be afraid, for
| know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified.

He is not here; for He is risen, as
He said. Come, see the place where
the Lord lay.

And go quickly and tell His dis-
ciples that He is risen from the dead,
and indeed He is going before you
into Galilee; there you will see Him.
Behold, | have told you.”

So they went out quickly from the
tomb with fear and great joy, and ran
to bring His disciples word.

Message Notes: He has gone
before us in substitution

His death on the cross was neces-
sary prophetically, Luke 24:46-48

His death on the cross was neces-
sary personally, 1 Peter 2:23-24

Luke 24:46-48

Then He said to them, “Thus it is
written, and thus it was necessary for
the Christ to suffer and to rise from the
dead the third day,

and that repentance and remis-
sion of sins should be preached in His
name to all nations, beginning at Jeru-
salem.

And you are witnesses of these
things.

1 Peter 2:23-24
who, when He was reviled, did not
revile in return; when He suffered, He
did not threaten, but committed
to Him who judges righteously;
who Himself bore our sins in
His own body on the tree, that we,
having died to sins, might live for righ-



teousness— by whose stripes you
were healed.

Message Notes: He has gone
before us in preparation

John 14:1—4

“Let not your heart be troubled; you
believe in God, believe also in Me.

In My Father’s house are many
mansions; if it were not so, | would
have told you. | go to prepare a place
for you.

And if | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again and receive you
to Myself; that where | am, there you
may be also.

And where | go you know, and the
way you know.”

Message Notes: He has gone
before us in mission

Entrusting us with His Mission,
Matthew 28:18-20

Equipping us for our Mission, by
sending the Holy Spirit
Giving us the knowledge we

need. John 16:7, 12-14

Giving us the power we need.
Acts 1:8

John 16:7, 12-14

Nevertheless | tell you the truth. It
is to your advantage that | go away;
for if | do not go away, the Helper will
not come to you; but if | depart, | will
send Him to you.

“I still have many things to say to
you, but you cannot bear them now.

However, when He, the Spirit of
truth, has come, He will guide you
into all truth; for He will not speak on
His own authority, but whatever He
hears He will speak; and He will tell
you things to come.

He will glorify Me, for He will take
of what is Mine and declare it to you.

Acts 1:8

But you shall receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you shall be witnesses to Me in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Sa-
maria, and to the end of the earth.”
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