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Mirror

In antiquity, mirrors were not made of metal-coated glass, but of copper that was very lushly polished. 
The metal plate was set into a wooden or ivory handle. However, the reflection in the copper mirror 
never yielded a clear image (cf. $ Cor &:()).
Exod &):); Job &/:(); Isa &:$&; Wisd of Sol /:$2; Sirach ($:((; ( Cor (&:($; $ Cor &:(); James (:$&

Metal mirrors

3/4. Metal mirrors. (See Woodcut 3/2, fig. (.)
(, &, 3, From Mr.Salt’s Collection. $, from a painting at Thebes. 3 is about (( inches high.

James 1:22–27
But be doers of the word, and not 

hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 
For if anyone is a hearer of the 

word and not a doer, he is like a man 
observing his natural face in a mirror; 

for he observes himself, goes 
away, and immediately forgets what 
kind of man he was. 

But he who looks into the perfect 
law of liberty and continues in it, and 
is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of 
the work, this one will be blessed in 
what he does. 

If anyone among you thinks he 
is religious, and does not bridle his 
tongue but deceives his own heart, 
this one’s religion is useless. 

Pure and undefiled religion before 
God and the Father is this: to visit or-
phans and widows in their trouble, and
to keep oneself unspotted from the 
world. 

Message Notes: The Wicked 
Queen has an unreal view of 
herself, 22‐25

� She sees herself in the mirror

� She turns away from the mirror

�

�

She forgets what she saw

She makes her memory 
match her desire

James 3:5–12
Even so the tongue is a little member 
and boasts great things. 

See how great a forest a little fire 
kindles! 

And the tongue is a fire, a world of 
iniquity. The tongue is so set among 
our members that it defiles the whole 
body, and sets on fire the course of 
nature; and it is set on fire by hell. 

For every kind of beast and bird, 
of reptile and creature of the sea, is 
tamed and has been tamed by man-
kind. 

But no man can tame the tongue. It 
is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 

With it we bless our God and 
Father, and with it we curse men, who 
have been made in the similitude of 
God. 

Out of the same mouth proceed 
blessing and cursing. My brethren, 
these things ought not to be so. 

Does a spring send forth fresh 
water and bitter from the same open-
ing? 
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Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear 
olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus 
no spring yields both salt water and 
fresh. 

Message Notes: The Wicked 
Queen isn't fooling anyone, 
26‐27

She hears God’s instructions but 
does nothing about them

She has an uncontrolled tongue, 
26 & James 3:5-12

�
�
�
�
�
�

it is ungodly, 6
it is unstoppable, 7
it is uncontrollable, 8a
it is unruly and evil, 8b
it is unacceptable, 9-10
it is unfathomable, 11-12

She has an unclear sense of reli-
gion, 27

�
�

She is self-serving
She is self-indulgent

Message Notes: The Wicked 
Queen
In her own mind, the Wicked Queen is 
just fine, and better than most of the 
people around her. She remembers 
the lie of who she thinks she is and 
lives in a state of self-deception.

Practice the Word
It is not enough to hear the Word; we 
must do it. Many people have the mis-

taken idea that hearing a good sermon 
or Bible study is what makes them 
grow and get God’s blessing. It is not 
the hearing but the doing that brings 
the blessing. Too many Christians mark 
their Bibles, but their Bibles never mark 
them! If you think you are spiritual be-
cause you hear the Word, then you are 
only kidding yourself.

In the previous paragraph, James 
compared the Word to seed; but in this 
paragraph, he compared it to a mirror. 
There are two other references in the 
Bible to God’s Word as a mirror; and 
when you put all three together, you 
discover three ministries of the Word of 
God as a mirror.

Examination (vv. 23–25). This is 
the main purpose for owning a mirror, 
to be able to see yourself and make 
yourself look as clean and neat as 
possible. As we look into the mirror 
of God’s Word, we see ourselves as 
we really are. James mentions several 
mistakes people make as they look into 
God’s mirror.

Restoration (Ex. 38:8). When he 
built the tabernacle, Moses took the 
metal looking glasses of the women 
and from them made the laver. The 
laver was a huge basin that stood be-
tween the brazen altar of sacrifice and 
the holy place. (Read Ex. 30:17–21 for 
details.) The basin was filled with water, 
and the priests washed their hands and 
feet at the laver before they entered the 
holy place to minister. Water for wash-
ing is a picture of the Word of God in 
its cleansing power.

Transformation (2 Cor. 3:18). After 
the Lord restores us, He wants to 
change us so that we will grow in grace 
and not commit that sin again. Too 
many Christians confess their sins, and 
claim forgiveness, but never grow spiri-
tually to conquer self and sin. You may 
explain 2 Corinthians 3:18 in this way: 

“When the child of God looks into the 
Word of God [the glass, the mirror], he 
sees the Son of God, and he is trans-
formed by the Spirit of God to share in 
the glory of God!” The word changed

in the Greek gives us our English 
word “metamorphosis”—a change on 
the outside that comes from the inside. 
When an ugly worm turns into a beau-
tiful butterfly, this is metamorphosis. 
When a believer spends time looking 
into the Word and seeing Christ, he is 

transformed: the glory on the inside is 
revealed on the outside.
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